Buck, Howadd M.,M-.D. 424-1932 


(Boston, MA] 


Subject:— " In 1652, they began to coin money with a palm—-branch (sic) 
on one Side and Salem (their greatest town save Boston) 
on the other" Cartwright, loc,cit. 

HOWARD M. BUCK, M. D. 
857 BEACON STREET 


Howland Wood Esq. hee hank ci he tot ot 14 November 1924 


The American Numismatic Society 


ted 


My dear Sir, 

On the 3rd of October last,Dr.Malcolm Storer 
wrote that he had sent you my"find,of which I am very proud,viz. 
an excerpt from Cartwright's paper (Calendar of Colonial State 
Papers Vol,VII,page 232,# 566,under date 21 June 1671.) 

Dr.Storer further wrote" I fear however he (C.......+.0-) 
was mistaken. The only coinage he could possibly have had in mind 
is the Good Samaritan shilling of which there are only three 
Specimens known" 

I think we can leave the Good Samaritan shilling out of 
the question,as either a pattern—plece,or perhaps a charity—token 
Struck for the Boston DisSpensary,an ancient medical charity,still 
flourishing under that sign, 

Be that as it may,what I meant to suggest to Dr.Storer, 
was the identity of "Cartwright's Coins" with the well-known primi- 
tive "N.E.XII,VI,III pence",with the further original designs 
erased for political,not dishonest,reasons,after the Restoration. 
(Cartwright was speaking nearly twenty years after the coins were 
first struck,when every reference to the Commonwealth and Cromwell 
was taboo. Cartwright may have faked his description a little 
out of tact. His "palm-branch" may have been "palm—tree" and his 
SALEM al's Naumkeag was probably SALEM hebraic PEACE. ) 

Of course we know these coins now as nearly plain planchets, 
and Crosby quotes with approval Hutchinson's account which calls 
them"plain" in his time {Hutchinson's further statement in the same 
place that no other colony had ventured to coin money, ignores 
So complete ly the coinage of Bermuda and Maryland, that I think 
he must be ruled out of court,as against a contemporary witness 
such aS Cartwright. )Hutchinson was not a numismatist, 

I think that the Inscription SALEM ( al's PEACE) may have 
carried a suggestion of the Cromwellian Motto PAX QUERITUR BELLO 
conf, Cromwell's Great Seal, 

Cartwright's "palm—branch" may have been another tactful 
Slip or it may really read "palm—tree " in the original Ms. 

(We do find the palm-tree on the Mary and Darnley Dollar but I hardly 
suspect that the Yankees in 1652 were preparing to use this 
appeal to Stuart sensibilities in case of a later Restoration.) 

I think that the?vanished (hypothetical) “palm-tree " 
phenix—palm, tree of life,tree of liberty,was both a compliment 
to the "sister" Commonwealth of England,and a personal compliment 
to Cromwell, 

If you will examine the Plates of George Vertue's "The Medals 
etc of Thomas Simon" pub.in 1753,it seems to me you will find 
an aS8Sociation of the palm—tree with Oliver Cromwell. 

3 It look as if the General Court (Mass,Bay) had shirked 

the record of the selection of any definite tree for the design, 
and that the Committee had shif#@da slowly through flat—topped 

?? willows,round—topped oaks,to the pine-trees of later fame. 

I have seen otner palm—trees which were as weird as these "willows" 


Tb HE He ae 
Please tell me what you think of this hypothesis, 
Yours truhy,- OM By 
et / He, Be Howar Ewe CG a, oe 


Nevenber 19th, i924 


Dre Howard He Buck : 
657 Beacen Sireeset 
Bosten, 17, Hanae 


Dear Sirs 


Replying te your communication ef November 14th, 
I have cast abeut im every directicn fer some adequate se- 
jution ef Cartwright’s siatement. I really think he must 
bs entirely im error. Probably he was present or conver 
sent with those who were instrumental in making New England — 
Geinage, ami « discarded suggestion such as the Palm Branch 
aré the word “Salem”, eatuck in hie hind, twenty yeara later. 
I think that there is no chance that such a coin war made. 
As for the good Samaritan shilling, I never censidered it 
contemporeryybut made in Paul Revere's time. ‘fhe records 
are too Clear te make me think thet the firet New England — 
shiijling had ever had any further design cn it - in facet nor 
in contemplation. As for Butehinsen’s etatement, I do net 
consider it in error, because the Bermuda coinage was so small 
and so iceal that one might easily net have known anything _ 
about it - and the Maryland coinage cams laters 


It is a matter of fact that on the Commonwealth 
c cinage, a palm and clive branch were on one side of the 
pieces. 

Dre Storer sent me your jetter a while age, and TI 
have been trying to work out some solution ever sincee 


Very traiy yours, 


Cura tor 


HOWARD M. BUCK, M. D. 
857 BEACON STREET 


Mr. Howland Wood Se a 20 November 1924 


The Am,Num,Soc. 
New York City. 
Dear Sir, 


Referring to your reply of the 19th inst:- 
I think perhaps I blundered in my choice of the name of 
the "Maryland Coinage" What I had in mind was the Cecilius,Lord 
Baltimore coinage,and not the Chalmers'Tokens(The earlier,1659-1662, ) 
I do not know the exact date of the quotation from Hutchin- 
son used by Sylvester §,Crosby, but took it for one from Gov.H.,who 
"came later", 
HREM KKEHHGHH 
I think it quite possible that Mr.Ford,ot the Mass, 
Hist.Soc,,may send for and publish a print of Cartwright's letter, 
and we will then know better what he did say. 
HAE HH 3 Ht He aE 
I know absolutely nothing about Numismatics, but I have given 
Some time to the study of Heraldry and Sphragistics,especially in 
late Tudor and Stuart times, 

In voth these branches I find evidence of the wiping out of 
the symbols of the opposing sides in politics, but at the same time 
the evidence of economy,if possible,in the use of a tool. 

The Borough-Seal of Plymouth co.Devon,with the Latin abbreviation 
for"Royal"erased,continued to do good work, I see no reason why 
those tools of trade,the first "N.&." shillings,if struck a la 
Cartwright,might not have passed as bullion with the offensive 
Symbols rubbed down,or hammered smooth. 

The maces of St.Mawes co,Cornwall,after its Suppression, are 


now made to do duty for Wolverhampton,in the same spirit. 


Very truly yours, 


ocean naene LA 


we 


H 
7 


Subject:—- Early,Primitive,"N.E.XIId" Coinage. 


HOWARD M. BUCK, M. D. 
857 BEACON STREET 
BOSTON, 17, MASS. 


The MUSEUM,New York City 4 February 1925 


Dear Sirs, 
I am told that you have Several Specimens of 
the early,1652,"N.E. XII" Coinage,and I should be obliged if 

you would answer the following questions, 

1. Do you consider this a regular token coinage,or are they merely 
foreign (Spanish or Portuguese??) coins rolled flat,and punched 
as an endorsement? 

The alloy seems to be so much higher in percentage than. the 
later statutory "Tree" coinage, that it suggests the idea of a 
merely stop-gap coinage.(The weight of silver is of course much 
below that of the metal in the English shilling of the period, ) 

2. Do any of your Specimens show any trace of a deSign,in addition 
to the punch—-marks cited above? ( In what follows,I do not allude 
to the so-called Good Samaritan pattern—pieces. ) 

I quote from ancient documents which seem to have escaped the 
notice of Mr.Sylvester Sage Crosby in 1873:- 

Calendar of Colonial State Papers VOL VII page 232,# 566 
Cartwright loq:~ (under date of 1671) 
"In 1652, Tn¢y began to coin money with a palm branch (?sic, Query 

Palm Tree,?0live Branch) on one side and SALEM(their greatest town 
Save BOSTON) on the other"etc,etc. 

(I suggest that"SALEM"here was used in the Biblical sense of"PEACE? 
Mr,Cartwright not being a theologian.) The period was that of the 
New England Confederation,and its harmony. 

Cartwright was a man of affairs and well-posted in Colonial 
affairs, Giving testimony about twenty years later,he might easily 
Slip as to branch or tree;palm or olive,or misinterpret the legend, 
without spoiling his testimony. 

There is nothing in any Inscription or Legend on the later issues 
(of the Bay Coinage,i.e.the "Tree" Coinage) which to my eye can be 
twisted into the word SALEM. | 

Have these local legends been erased for political motives from 
the coins extant?(An olive branch might suggest Oliver Cromwell 
to Charles II.) 

3. Is there any possibility that an examination of these "N.E." 

coins,under the X-Ray,might show a difference in density,even if 

the deSign,"palm—branch" or "SALEM", be missing under ordinary light? 
Yours taithfully, 


H.M.B./ H.M.B. Howarneom,. Buck 
, : ae veh MOuek, 


SECRETARY'S’ OFFIOg 
RECEIVED 


FEB 5 ly 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


MINT OF THE UNITED STATES 


OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


June 6, 1933 


Dr. Howard M. Buck, 
857 Beacon St., 
Boston 17, Mass. 


Dear Sir: 

Your letter of May 29th, requesting information as to whether 
the "French Guinea" mentioned in the Annual Report of the Director 
of the Mint, Washington, for the fiscal year 1895, is the same as 
the French Louis d'Or, was submitted to the Engraver at this Mint, 
who states that he has every reason to believe the "French Guinea’ 
was actually the Louis d'or. He states that you might obtain further 
information on this subject from the American Numismatic Socie 


WT at le : 
New York City. 


_ 


We do not have a curator of coins 


ten years ago. 


Freas Styer, 
Superintendent 


mM) 


June 23, 1933. 


Dr. Howard M. Buck 
857 Beacon St. > 
Boston 17, Mass. ; \ 


Dear Six: 


Please pardon the delay in answer- 
ing your letter of June 6th. We should judge, 
as you do, that the French guinea was the 
French Louis d'or of a date beforé 1793. It 
was presumbly used in one of the reports of 
Morris or llamilton. At that time the Louis 
d*Or was ruted about the same as the guinea. 

I think that there was only sbout two grains 


difference in the weight. In those days various — 


foreign coins had longl appelations. 
i E ? 


Very truly yours, 


f 1 T~ 
“ 


HW 3JG ( Curator 
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Dear Dr. “bucks 


Ne iertas i Se 


2 


HW:IG |, 


ie red ich. to sin? vo a Pe your 
“end offer of bits of boughs and 
on the Charter Oak as well as “the ornament | ax 
with the acorns. -As we stick closely to : ae e 
coins and nedals ‘these would not. <uterest | vale : 
us. If you wish to placo these somewhere its 
I would advise you to write to Mr, George ee apts 
S. Godard, Connecticut) State Library, Hartford, , : 
Connecticut, who. could Heishl you hoes best advice 
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pamphlet 
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Very truly yours, © 
\ yy any wang Woe a ee we ; 
- q y a i on - 4 , i cee ge at f 
a x) dy i \ ve % aie ¥ On bathe “an 
* : jae ‘ 4 ; i x ta ¢ 
Curator: 4) ee ae 
5 ov) y i! id 2 ay > 
4h zt & 
Ay ws Z y 
tad, bs ‘ Ah 
Pa Ce 
+ fi 


